
 

 

 

 
Here We Are wants to develop a successful future for the community by narrowing 

the gap between “them and us”.   

It provides an interface between - 

• the visitor and the visited,  

• the local and the incomer,  

• the young and the old,  

• the more wealthy and the less wealthy, 

• agencies and people on the ground, 

• the urban and the rural.   
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Our first exhibition had to be in a portacabin 

1 2001 to 2011 Looking Backwards 

 
September 2011 will mark ten years since the Here We Are centre opened, though the concept 

had began to take shape from 1998.  It was an innovative response to Scotland’s First Minister, 

Donald Dewar’s, call “People live and work in rural areas, but they cannot do so in a 

museum-like time warp.  There must be ways of integrating the economic, social, and 

environmental and a desire to live 21st century lives with maintaining Scotland’s beauty.”   

We were supported by the Rural Forum and were extraordinarily lucky to be granted feasibility 

funds - from the Craignish Trust and Leader II. 
 

The next stage was to secure capital funds to build a centre.  This had to be backed up by three-

year revenue cash flow predictions; we created expenditures and incomes based on numbers 

plucked out of the sky. Back then it was not easy to convey the message about what we wanted to 

do: the context and the vocabulary hardly existed.  We had no track record, and our “outcomes” 

appeared whimsical.  Somehow we did it, scoring top in the applications to Scottish Executive’s 

Rural Challenge Fund that year. The Esmee Fairbairn Foundation and the Robertson Trust came 

on board too.   

 

Champagne corks began to fly, but only too soon, there were new challenges ahead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In those days the Scottish Executive proclaimed “joined up government,” but we were soon to 

learn it wasn’t.   Argyll and Bute Council granted planning permission.  Trunk Roads recalled it. It 

was “called in” by the Executive.  Scottish Natural Heritage would only assist with our building if 

we had a turf roof, thus a mono pitch.  The Reporter sent to adjudicate on the Trunk Road issue 
pronounced that a mono pitch roof was a no go. Then Trunk Roads decreed we could not exist 

unless we master-minded, and paid, for a 

“ghost island “road junction.   

 

 

 

However by September 2001  tenacity had 

paid off: our centre was built  and open 

every day, with one and a half staff, and 

Argyll College learning centre was about to 

settle in. 

 

 

 

George Lyon MSP opens centre 2001 
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Time probably buries frustrations and disappointments because, in retrospect, the next three or 

four years seem to have been heady times. The Carnegie UK Trust, The Hugh Fraser Foundation 

the Esmee Fairbairn again, Awards For All, Heritage Lottery Fund, and the Scottish Community 

Foundation, all assisted us with funds.  

 

And in our early years we were busy collecting 

and collating local information and produced an 

exhibition which focussed on Kilmorich 

School and education in the Highlands in the 

late 19th and 20th centuries, we then published a 

book on the same subject.  

 

 

 

 

We collected photographs, dresses, telegrams and 

memories of weddings in Cairndow from 1900.  

We staged an acclaimed exhibition in the village hall and 

held a memorable ceilidh there, with several of the 

brides and grooms swirling under their photos hanging 

above.  

 

 

 

We researched and produced a stimulating exhibition on land ownership in our locality and 

changes over the last 100 years, to illustrate how land ownership affects what the locality looks 

like and what happens there - employment, housing and prosperity.  We hung up a large view of 

Glen Fyne and asked foresters, shepherds, aquaculturalists, poets, teenagers, and landlords and 

visitors to note what they saw. 

 

 

In 2006 with Leader +’s assistance we 

commissioned a film “Seeing Ourselves As 

Others See Us”, directed by Donald Coutts, 

which compared Ballyliffin in Donegal with 

Cairndow. We held showings in Cairndow, in 

Balliliffin and at the Parliament in Edinburgh.  

Argyll and Bute Council hosted a seminar 

round the film, which addressed the local 

housing situation. 

 

 

 

Around this time there was a heart-warming article about the work of Here We Are in Scotland 

on Sunday by Magnus Linklater. In it he quoted Christina as saying “If we are not aware of our 

own values we become victims of other people’s decisions. We have to bend to their 

agenda rather than ours, and that means not just a lack of trust in ourselves, but an 

aversion to risk, and an inability to take decisions of our own.”   

 

To earn ourselves some income from rental, with assistance from Communities Scotland and 

Argyll and the Islands, we built a meeting room, which as can be seen on page11 now earns us 

some £3.5kp.a. Also we incorporated a shop selling out-door clothes and small-scale equipment.  

In the classroom, Primary 4-7 1958 
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Chipping machinery arrives Firing up of Lakeland Smolts boiler  

But in our efforts toward income generation there were bigger things to come. 

 

In 2005 we had put on an exhibition on local power 

generation  – from the 18th C water mill - to 

Ardkinglas house being the first house in Scotland to 

have electricity built into it - to “Power from the 

Glens” the great schemes of the 50’s – Larige, 

Clachan and Shira.  We acquired a small wind turbine 

and lined our walk- way with prayer flags that prayed 

in the wind. 

And we had begun to wonder …… could we 

generate power/money ourselves?? 

 

 

In retrospect we should be congratulated for our foresight, for back in 2006, we saw that the days 

of grant funding would soon be over.  So we commissioned a feasibility study to explore the 

potential for renewable energy in our locality, assisted by Airtricity, Awards for All,  Alienergy and 

Community Energy Scotland.  Crucial help came from Colin Anderson, who we discovered had 

done an energy survey of the locality for Johnny Noble many years before. 

 

The outcome pointed towards two hydro electric schemes (neither of which turned out to be 

feasible) and a biomass heat scheme dependent on a large demand from Lakeland Smolts – our 

local salmon hatchery. 

 

By late spring 2008 “Our Power”, a Community Interest Company wood chipping plant 

supplying 2500mw heat p.a., was up and running.  By the autumn it was short-listed for Scottish 

Green Energy Awards “Best Community Initiative.”  (see update on it page 12) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the meantime we were also on our way with a hydro scheme at a different location.  The 

Merk Burn scheme was to be a joint venture with our friends and hydro developers Roy and 

Martin of CR Fosters of Achnamara.   We persuaded local boy Gregor Cameron to join the team 

and project manage it.  In October 2008 he won the Dragon’s Den prize at Senscot’s ceilidh with 

a spiel on the project -£5,000 in 3 minutes.  We were off.  (see update on it page 13) 

 

The renewable energy initiatives are crucial to our future. It has been a steep learning curve for 

some of us, with the drawback that it has meant less time for others and for activities intrinsic to 

Here We Are concept. 
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There are notable exceptions –  

 

Our Houses: Their Stories, a Heritage Lottery Funded project 

which was master-minded by Dot Chalmers and her mother Alice 

Beattie.  This was the most prestigious project we ever tackled.  It 

culminated in February and March 2011with exhibitions at 

Kelvingrove Museum and Art Gallery in Glasgow and at Eden 

Court in Inverness, and received national press coverage.  It is now 

back home on show at the Here We Are centre. (see update on 

page 14 &15) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another exception and achievement of which we are 

proud, and which represents a great deal of work in 

collating and presenting, is “Mothers’ Messages, 

Recipes From Cairndow’s Kitchens Past and 

Present” published in November 2010.(see update 

on page 16) 

 

We have been able to continue to provide a service to the community via the Argyll and Bute 

Service Point and Argyll College Learning Centre. 

   

The Scottish Community Foundation commissioned A Social Capital case study on us and we have 

now been designated a Social Capital Champion. 

 

So, as we approach our 10th year of the centre’s operation we now employ seven people part 
time, and depend on many people from the community for their endless assistance as committee 

members, advisors, holiday cover, strong shoulders and essential information – like Alistair 

MacCallum coming forward with month by month rainfall figures for the last 30 years – crucial 

data for the Merk hydro scheme. 

 

It is a sad comment on today that 

had we been starting now, with 

the current economic climate 

and mindset of risk aversion, it is 

doubtful that we would ever 

have got up and running.  We 

owe what we have achieved (and 

let’s hope our continuance) to a 

bit of luck, a bit of being clever, 

having the confidence to listen to 

our own voice and, more than 

anything else, to a team of 

people.   Some of these are local, 

some from far and wide, but 

what we all have in common is 

trust and a readiness for a bit of 

fun. 
Visit by Development Trust Association  
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2 The Organisation 
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3 The Staff, Committee and Company Personnel 
 

Staff 
 

Christina Noble  

 

Christina is the project director and driving force behind Here We Are, 

constantly thinking of innovative ideas and creating worthwhile projects.  

She does not allow set-backs to defeat her and her pro-active attitude to 

developing a thriving community is an inspiration to others. Christina 

spends a great deal of time seeking funds to allow Here We Are to 

continue its groundbreaking work and pushing forward our various 

initiatives.  In November 2010, in recognition of her work for Community 

Development in Argyll, Christina was made an MBE. 

 

Dot Chalmers 

  

Dot created our Adlib archive of photos and documents.  From that she 

went on to project manage Our Houses:Their stories which involved all 
liaison with the Heritage Lottery Fund.  She inputted all information for 

this onto the data base, then cross referenced it all for the website and 

interactive kiosk.  She was also the lead liaison person for community 

contributions and participation.   

 

 

Greta Cameron 

 

Alongside Helen (see below) Greta manages the centre, the front desk 

and administration. In addition she works alongside Lorna on the energy 

audit, and will be assisting Lorna with book keeping for the renewable 

energy projects.  She was the driving force and the editor of Mothers’ 

Messages cookery book.  She master-minds our events and catering. 

 

Helen MacRaild 

 

 

Helen is the centre manager and is in overall charge of the office 

administration and its stock.  In addition she manages the Argyll and 

Bute Service Point and our meeting room bookings as well as the shop 

selling outdoor goods, maps etc. She does the day to day book keeping 

and banking for HWA itself. 

 

Jackie MacPherson 

 

 

Jackie’s work is at Here We Are but we 

share her time with Argyll College UHI for whom she is the Learning 

centre’s administrator.  For us she sorts all our cries for help over IT 

problems.  She is also our in house designer, designing our flyers, 

invitations, newsletters etc.     
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      Lorna Watt 

 

Lorna manages all administrative aspects of Our Power, the woodchip, 

biomass plant.  This includes master minding the stock, income and 

outgoings and keeping abreast of the cash flow and budget predictions, in 

addition she is secretary of its Community Interest Company.  She is also 

secretary to The Merk Hydro scheme.  She works with Greta on the 

renewable energy audit.  She does the larger part of grant applications and 

draw down of funds, when granted. 

 

Maggie Swift & Morag Keith 

  

 

Maggie and Morag cover holidays and sickness 

on the front desk and in addition entertain 

visitors with their local knowledge and 

anecdotes. 

 

 

Committee 
 

Alexander Miles 

 

As well as being a committee member Alexander looks after our website 

updating and links to local events and other sites. 

 

Alice Beattie 

 

Alice is an invaluable assistant in all things to do 

with local history.  Were it not for Alice many a 

Here We Are Project would never have got off 

the ground.  During this year in particular she 

corrected and detailed information for Our Houses:Their Stories, and 

even did the interior decoration for the 1950’s model house.  

 

Alistair MacCallum 

 

Alistair has inexhaustible local knowledge particularly in 

relation to agriculture. As referred to elsewhere his 
meticulous rainfall records came in useful to the hydro scheme.  He assists with the 

biomass wood chipping as needed. 

 

Deirdre Forsyth 

 

Deirdre is a lawyer and deals with all personnel issues, 

gives us legal advice when needed and keeps our 

committee meetings and AGMs on the straight and 

narrow.  As well as keeping us cheerful. 
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Glyn Topliss 

 

Glyn is our committee secretary and has the unenviable task of making 

sense of everyone’s mumbling round the meeting table, and then writing up 

and circulating his notes. 

 

John MacDonald 

 

John has several hats.  He is chair of the HWA 

committee, and he is Director of Our Power and 

of the Merk Hydro.   He listens to our moans and 

gives us a good deal of sensible advice.  And in 

addition he volunteers time to help out with the   

biomass plants both chipping and delivering. 

 

Lizzie Maguire 

 

Lizzie was chair of HWA for many years, with her 

professional background in community work and 

                                     much of her childhood spent in Cairndow she was, 

                                     and is, a great asset to us. 

Neil Colburn 

 

Neil is the manager of the Tree shop next door to 

HWA.  The café there provides us with daily 

lunches and does the catering for people using our 

meeting room.  Neil can be depended on as a 

friendly helpful neighbour as well as having good 

ideas at the committee meetings. 

 

Aquarium 
 

Dom Adams 

 

Dom’s experience on the shores of Loch Fyne, looking after oysters, 

lead to his knowledge of and interest in the creatures that live in the 

loch.  He attends to the aquarium conscientiously and his enthusiasm for 

it is infectious.  

 

Our Power  
 

John Smart 

 

 

 

John has run our chipping business from the beginning, this 

involves ordering timber, chipping and delivering.  

Unruffled he deals with issues over slivers in the chips or last 

minute panic calls for deliveries to Lochgilphead.  
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Our Hydro - The Board 
 

Alastair Barge 

 

Alastair was on the board of AIE, is a trustee of the SJNoble Trust. He 

is a halibut farmer and has many year’s experience of business in Argyll 

and its impediments.  

 

Gregor Cameron 

 

Gregor’s, childhood and formative years were 

spent in Cairndow.  We are very fortunate to 

have his skills and tenacity (and good humour) as 

the driving force for a variety of projects towards 

our business growth including the Clachan  

biomass heat project, and crucially, The Merk Hydro. 

 

 

 

Roy Foster  

 

Roy is senior partner in CR Foster Ltd, our partners in the Merk 

Hydro scheme.  He and his brother Martin have built and run their 

own very successful hydro schemes at Achnamara, as well as having 

recently bought a large scheme further north.  We are lucky that 

they find a joint venture with a small community something they 

want to do.  Without them the Merk Hydro would not have been 

possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Staff meeting 
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4 Core Income and Expenditures 
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Chipping shed  

Gregor, Lorna & John Swinney MSP,  

Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment 

and Sustainable Growth 

Photo courtesy of Colin Cameron  

Dunoon Observer 

5 Reports on Projects 
 

What’s in the Loch?  
 

In 2005 Leader and the Crown Estate helped us create an aquarium that features the creatures 

which live in the estuarine water at the head of Loch Fyne. 

We are disappointed that we have not yet been able to find funding 

to improve and re-site our aquarium.  Dom Adams has been looking 

after it not just conscientiously but with enthusiasm and pride. Even 

in its relatively hidden location it attracts 10,000 visitors per year. He, 

and we, badly need it to expand.  

The water of Loch Fyne is essential to the economy of this area.   

Loch Fyne herring were famous for centuries before Loch Fyne                                                 

oysters took over the “trademark”. Today the sea lochs of Argyll, and associated estuarine 

locations provide the larger percentage of job opportunities in the area (salmon farming, oyster 

farming, mussels, langoustine creels, fishing and the processing and marketing of all these). 
 

At a time of stagnating job opportunities there are two expanding fields - environmental studies 

with climate change, and aquaculture.  It is essential that young people are given the opportunity 

and stimulus to think about these as career choices.  That is why we want to re-site and improve 

our aquarium. 
 

Our Power 
 

We are delighted to say that we are now in our 4th year of operation of Our Power, wood 

chipping plant.   
 

The past year we have continued to supply Lakeland Smolts and 

Fyne Homes Association and have a new customer, Strachur 

Memorial Hall.  We continue to seek new customers and monitor 

the supply and demand situation as well as the efficiency of the heat 

output from our chips.  After monitoring our woodchips we realised 

the importance of providing chips with the correct moisture 

content.  We have taken steps to ensure a supply of timber is kept 

in the shed to season and dry out before chipping.  It can be seen on 

page11 that in the year to March’11 it contributed £5k to core cost, compared to £10k in the 

previous year, due to a late start and to some expensive mechanical problems. The problems were 

overcome and chipper and tractor are now working well.  John Smart and John MacDonald have 

been instrumental in making a success of this company. 
 

Various conferences on Renewable Energy have been attended including Sustainable Communities 

conference in Lochgilphead, Argyll Biomass Event in Oban and Community Energy Scotland in 

Edinburgh. We have also participated in a presentation on Communities and Renewable Energy on 

the Scottish Rural Network in Lockerbie.  These events have 

proved to be very educational and introduced us to several other 

community groups with similar aims.  

We have given many tours of the site to groups from Scotland and 

further afield, showing them the work we are doing within the 

community. These include Fife Senscot, Bute Community Land 

Company, Malmo University in Sweden, Social Business 

International in Finland, NNP Wood fuel Study in Ireland. We have 

also hosted Scottish Government visits to our chipping plant and 

the Lakeland Boiler.  

What IS in the Loch?? 
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Roy & Gregor mapping route of Hydro Scheme  

The Clachan Biomass Heat Scheme  
 

The aim of this project is to build a biomass heating system (district heating system) supplying the 

three closely linked businesses at Clachan Cairndow – Loch Fyne Oysters, Here We Are and The 

Tree Shop. Similar to the system already installed at Lakeland Smolts it would supply heat to the 3 

parties using a heat meter. Woodchips would be provided by Our Power. The other two 

businesses are very keen on the idea and have already paid their share of the initial feasibility 

study. This study proved that it is a viable proposition and a more detailed study has been 

commissioned. Detailed plans have been drawn up and we are awaiting quotes for the 

construction. All three businesses are keen to see the project underway.  

 

Cairndow Energy Audit 
 

We were unsuccessful with our application to the Climate Challenge Fund for the second stage of 

the Cairndow Energy Audit however after a lot of perseverance, at the beginning of the year we 

were delighted that we were successful with our application to the Tudor Trust for £15k for 1 

year.  

Over the last few months we have had several meetings with the Energy Saving Trust on how best 

to forward the project and we have updated information on all renewable technologies and 

available grants. We formed a plan of action for this next stage which involves re-visiting the 

householders including those who did not participate in stage1.  

 

The Merk Hydro Project 
 

By the end of March 2011, The 

Merk Hydro Project had 

reached the stage whereby it 

was mid way through the 

detailed planning application 
process for the 998Kw Micro 

Hydro Scheme. During 

2010/2011 work had taken 

place to conclude negotiations 

with land owners in relation to 

the land lease required for the 

project along with extensive 

work with SEPA to gain 

approval for a technical 

variation to the initial SEPA 

CAR licence, due to the 

location of the scheme turbine 

house being altered. To help 

towards this stage we received 

£28k from the Third Sector 

Fund and £12k from Community Energy Scotland.  Prior to the planning application being 

submitted, a number of environmental surveys were undertaken to look at the site and ensure 

that the proposed project would not impact on the existing habitat located within the proposed 

site boundary. Once all necessary statutory consents were in place, funding agreements with Social 

Investment Scotland were progressed to the final stage It is envisaged that the proposed hydro 

scheme will be on site later in 2011 with an aim to try and have power production before the end 

of 2012. 
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Excerpt from comment book at Kelvingrove Museum  

Ben Eagar tries out the kiosk  Website  

Opening of exhibition at Kelvingrove Museum 

Our Houses: Their Stories 
 
Our Houses: Their Stories was our most ambitious project so far.  The cost of the two year 

project was budgeted at £64,000, of which we were granted £49,900 from the Heritage Lottery 

Fund.  At the end of two years and two months we had a biography of all 107 houses and those 

who had lived in them since the first census and registrar of voters.  We had created a data base 

(which caused enormous delays and many problems) and a website, had an acclaimed interactive 

kiosk and put on two national exhibitions.  It finally came in with some £9k over spend.  

 

 

Sometimes the work was tedious and laborious.  Dot and her mother Alice spent hours inputting 

and re-inputting information on the database.  Nigel Callander (joiner) and John MacDonald (local 

mason/builder) devoted their time on at least 30 evenings over the two years, travelling to the 

Here We Are Centre to be recorded by Dot.  She prepared for the session by laying out photos 

and plans of the houses to be studied that evening.  This resulted in detailed oral recordings of 

renovations and additions to about 60 houses.   

 

In the concluding stages of the project, as the bits and pieces come together, suddenly there was a 

floodlight of excitement and something significant and alive emerged.  As we began to put together 

the exhibitions we were proud of what we had achieved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We put on not one but two exhibitions in major national venues - the Kelvingrove Museum, and 
Eden Court in Inverness.  We had considerable publicity for the project, not just in local papers 

like the Oban Times, The Dunoon Observer and the Argyllshire Advertiser, but also in The Times 

and The Herald.    
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And we were proud of the responses – 

 

"History is made not just by heroes or villains, but in the lives of ordinary people.  "Our Houses; 

Their Stories" recognises that simple truth and takes it a stage further, for we can learn much 

from the walls within which we live and from the buildings our neighbours inhabit.  I think the 

idea behind the exhibition is inspiring and the collection of materials tells many fascinating 

stories.   Like all innovations I suspect it will be much imitated, but rarely bettered."   

Michael Russell, Minister for Education and Lifelong Learning.   

 

Overall the project helped to make sure that memories have not been lost or left in the minds, 

bottom drawers and biscuit boxes of the older people of the village or people who lived here. The 

stories within the houses – and their occupants past and present – were brought to life during the 

project in many different ways.  

 

Some examples - 

The Galloway Family, Campbell’s Cottage.  Photo 1911  

       

This photograph was given to 

HWA in the early years and a 

small faded version has been 

displayed ever since.  It was only 

recently that we realised its 

significance - that all 17 members 

of the family lived in the two 

rooms and an attic in the house 

now called Campbell’s Cottage and 

that the photograph was given to 

us by Bob Galloway, a son of 

William Galloway (top left).   We 

now have his notes on all his 

family.   

 
 

Letters from a war time “evacuee’s” mother in Glasgow, to her daughter billeted in Cairndow 

during 1940 emerged.  We were able to send these to the addressee - i.e. the daughter who didn’t 

even know they existed.  This was her response - 

 

Hi Dot 
 

Thanks you very much for this invitation. Mum and I will be very happy to attend.  We only stay a short 

while away from Kelvingrove. 

It is great that you remembered us and the 

letters from Christina were really good. The 

whole family has seen them and we had great 

fun reading the escapades of the "weans" 

from Glasgow in 1940. 

  

Take Care and we hope to see you again 

soon. 

  

Regards 

Liz Strachan (daughter of Betty Dribble) 
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Mothers’ Messages, From Cairndow’s Kitchens Past and 

Present” – the cookery book.  
 

This book was a long time in 

gestation, with scraps of old 

recipes and illustration lurking in 

corners for several years.  Finally 

Greta Cameron – for 22 years 

manager at the Loch Fyne Oyster 

bar – took it on.  We were 

fortunate to be granted £4.5k (i.e. 

50%) for production costs by The 

Scottish Community Foundation, 

and to be given favourable terms 

from the illustrator Scoular 

Anderson and from Art Quarters 

the printers and the talented young 

designers.  

 
 

We printed 500 copies, and within a year have sold over half and are now into profit.  

 

The recipes literally provide some of the flavours of the place – the salmon and shellfish, mutton 

and venison, soft fruits and root vegetables which the people here have long known how to grow 

and cook, not forgetting the strong tradition of home baking. The book also tells the stories of the 

men and women who contributed the recipes, illustrating in a very personal and practical way 

their own involvement with this place, its history and each other.     

(available via mail order – see our website) 
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6 2011 - Looking Forward   
 

To secure the sustainability of Here We Are and long term practical benefits for the community, 

our first priority this year is to ensure that the construction of the Merk Hydro scheme is well 

on its way.  As referred to above, it is fundamental to the HWA concept that we, the community, 

can make our own decisions: income from the hydro will boost the process.   

 

 It can be seen on page 11,  grant funds contributed £31k – or about 45% of core income (total 

£74.5) in the year to 31st March 2010 and £27.7k or about 45% (total £62.7) this year.  Thus over 

the last two years we ourselves have raised about 55% of our core income. 

 

For the moment, like many other organisations, we are having to cut back, cut back opening times 

and therefore staff time/wages and also do our best to reduce expenditure and increase income.  

We hope that when the current Post Office owner retires, rather than close it, the Post Office 

will make an arrangement with us.  We are still requesting the Royal Bank of Scotland to 

provide a cash point, the nearest being 10 miles one way and 15 miles the other.  The need is 

self-evident as visitors to the Clachan site are in the region of 150,000 p.a., workers and residents 

in Cairndow some 400. 

 
We hope that sooner rather than later we will be able to source capital funds to move and 

improve “What’s in the Loch?” – our aquarium.  

 

In terms of projects, our plans are for “The Cairndow Gazetteer”.  The 18th and 19th century 

Statistical Accounts of Scotland were a gazetteer of the economy, cultural life and landscape of a 

parish.  They are an invaluable source of information on the parish 200 years ago.  We want to 

produce a similar detailed record for future generations.  This would monitor changes from 1900, 

the focus being on production and economic viability, show casing traditional know-how and skills, 

how these have adapted to market forces and their relevance for tomorrow.  It would be 

presented via a variety of modern media and culminate in national as well as local exhibitions.  It 

would be a two year project.  The aerial photograph of upper Glen Fyne on the back cover of this 

report shows two fanks, house ruins, remains of in-bye cultivation and modern native wood 

planting - revealing how economic activity affects the visual landscape.  

 

Christina Noble    August 2011 

 

“There is a distinction between what can be counted and what really counts.” 
 

From the Report on the UK’s National Ecosystem Assessment 2011 

 

 

Power in Glen Fyne 
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Photo courtesy of R.C.A.H.M.S.  


